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U.S. Embassy Ljubljana - Events  
 
Deputy Secretary of State Visits Slovenia 
 
Deputy Secretary of State James Steinberg met with 
Prime Minister Pahor, Foreign Minister Zbogar, and 
Parliamentary opposition leader Janez Jansa on a 
recent trip to Slovenia.  They discussed a broad range 
of issues of interest to both countries, ranging from 
transatlantic security to economic and trade issues.  
The Deputy Secretary praised Slovenia’s leadership on 
Euro-Atlantic integration of the Western Balkans, and 
expressed appreciation for Slovenia’s civilian and 
military contributions in Afghanistan.  
 
Cajun Good Times Coming to Slovenia  
 
Louisiana Cajun/zydeco band The Pine Leaf Boys is coming to Slovenia next week, as part of the U.S. 
Embassy’s fourth annual America Days festival. They will be playing Cankarjev dom on April 14, and 
Klub Satchmo in Maribor April 15, and will also hold a class on Cajun cooking immediately before their 
Cankarjev dom show. For more information, go to www.cd-cc.si  for Cankarjev dom and www.nd-mb.si  
for Narodni dom (Klub Satchmo). We hope to see you there! 
 

Source: http://slovenia.usembassy.gov/index.html   



SLOVENIAN-AMERICAN HERITAGE FOUNDATION 
SLOVENSKO AMERIŠKI KULTURNI SVET 

 

2010 LECTURE SERIES   
 
 

LIFE IN SLOVENIA 
  

Kay S. Raplenovich 
 
7:00 PM – Tuesday, April 20, 2010 
Slovenian Society Home (Lower Hall), 
20713 Recher Avenue, Euclid, Ohio 

The Slovenian-American Heritage Foundation invites all to attend the first talk in our 2010 Lecture 
Series.  The Foundation is extremely pleased that Kay S. Raplenovich, an American teacher from West 
Salem, Ohio, will share her experiences living in Slovenia and discuss her work with students in Nova 
Gorica. 

The program, which is free and open to the public, will take place on Tuesday April 20th at 7:00 PM in 
the Lower Hall of the Slovenian Society Home, 20713 Recher Avenue in Euclid.  A coffee and strudel 
social will follow the lecture. 
 
Kay S. Raplenovich is a Touring Artist and an Artist in Education with the Ohio Arts Council and has 
been trained as an Ohio teaching artist by the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in 
Washington, D.C.  She has guided thousands of student in creating and producing their own operas, 
plays, and vignettes as well as teaching classroom teachers how to integrate the ARTS in their 
curriculum. 
 
Ms. Raplenovich currently splits her time between teaching private voice lessons and directing choirs 
in Nova Gorica, Slovenia and teaching and guiding residencies in Ohio.  She has been a teacher of 
classical singing at Ashland Theological Seminary, Ashland University and in the private studio at 
Thistlefink Gardens.  Her students have progressed to major universities to study classical voice and 
many are currently having professional careers.  
 
Ms. Raplenovich has soloed with The Cleveland Orchestra, Cleveland Opera on Tour, Opera 
Charleston, Whitewater Opera (Indiana), Lirico Sperimentale, (Spoleto, Italy) and other regional U.S. 
symphony orchestras and opera companies.  She has performed solo recitals in the Midwest, the 
Eastern U.S., Russia and Slovenia.  For Slovene audiences she has created classical sacred recitals 
with flutist Armando Mariutti as well as American Cabaret (a recital of American art songs, arias, 
Broadway tunes and spirituals) and A Slave’s Voice (an multi-media introduction to the life and music 
of the American slave performed with the writings of slave Charles Ball, photography and the music of 
spirituals). 
 

 
 
 
 

              
Slovenian American Heritage Foundation 17907 Dorchester Drive, Cleveland, Ohio 44119 



American Mutual Life Association AMLA  
to Volunteer at Slovene Home for the Aged 

 

Neighborhood Volunteer Day Promotes Partnerships Between Youth 
and Adults 

Tenth Annual JOIN HANDS DAY - May 1, 2010 
 
 

Cleveland, Ohio – Connecting youth and adults in neighborhood volunteering is the unique 
focus of JOIN HANDS DAY, a national day of service sponsored by the National Fraternal 
Congress of America (NFCA), a trade association of America's fraternal benefit societies.   
This year's Join Hands Day is scheduled for Saturday, May 1st. The American Mutual Life 
Association (AMLA) www.americanmutual.org a member of the NFCA, will partner with the 
Slovene Home for the Aged www.slovenehome.org on this year's Join Hands Day project. 
 
Juvenile and adult members of AMLA will join together to plant flowers, spread mulch and 
otherwise spruce up the courtyard of the Slovene Home for the Aged, a 150 bed skilled 
nursing facility located at 18621 Neff Rd in Cleveland.  AMLA will also commemorate its 100th 
Anniversary by underwriting the acquisition of two trees that will be planted in the courtyard 
that day. Volunteers will also paint one of the hallways in the facility.   
 
About the American Mutual Life Association 
The American Mutual Life Association is a 
fraternal benefit society celebrating its 100th 
Anniversary this year. It was organized on 
November 13, 1910 by a group of 
Slovenian immigrants in Cleveland, Ohio, 
then as now the home of the largest 
concentration of Slovenians anywhere 
outside of Slovenia. Originally known as the 
Slovenska Dobrodelna Zveza, AMLA 
provides mutual aid, protection and security 
for its members and their families through 
affordable insurance and stable financial 
products.  Membership is open to persons of Slovenian extraction, their spouses, or any other 
persons, regardless of national origin who support its Mission to perpetuate the common bond 
of Slovenian language, heritage and culture.  Membership is conferred upon the purchase of a 
life insurance certificate.   AMLA is the only Slovenian fraternal benefit society headquartered 
in the City of Cleveland and State of Ohio.   
 
About Join Hands Day 
JOIN HANDS DAY encourages people to form partnerships across generations to build 
greater mutual understanding, respect and trust. JOIN HANDS DAY is an opportunity for youth 
and adults to work side-by-side as they tackle projects and make life better in Cleveland and 
other communities.  JOIN HANDS DAY is a way to break down barriers between generations, 
while promoting volunteerism and making a difference in the community. 
http://joinhandsday.org/ 



KSKJ Life - American Slovenian Catholic Union 
Cleveland lodges participate in JOIN HANDS DAY 

 

 
Saturday, May 8, 2010 – St. Joseph Lodge #169 will participate in the 22nd annual Walk for 
Hunger sponsored by the Hunger Network of Greater Cleveland www.hungernetwork.org.  
Over 2,000 walkers in teams of 10 or more participate to help raise money to directly support 
hungry men, women and children in greater Cleveland. Festivities will begin at 9:30 a.m. 
Contact lodge president Phil Hrvatin at 216-574-7371  /  phil.hrvatin@wellsfargoadvisors.com   
 
Saturday, May 1 – Christ the King Lodge #226 will do spring cleaning of the Slovenian 
National Home on St. Clair Avenue in Cleveland.  Contact Joe Rigler at 440-256-3137 or 
joseph.rigler@uhhospitals.org or Erika Kurbos at 216-470-0748 or Erika.kurbos@gmail.com 
 
Saturday, May 8 – St. Lawrence Lodge #63 - will volunteer their time and services at Malachi 
Hospice House www.malachihouse.org. Malachi House, created out of a Christian sense of 
ministry, serves persons who are terminally ill, without cost or regard to gender, race, religion 
or national origin. Contact: Jean Marincic at 440-526-8658 or jmarincic@att.net. 

About JOIN HANDS DAY 

Sponsored by the National Fraternal Congress of America 
(NFCA), a trade association for fraternal benefit societies.   
Volunteers work together for JOIN HANDS DAY to make a 
difference in their communities through helpful projects that 
connect youth and adults. http://joinhandsday.org/  

About KSKJ Life, American Slovenian Catholic 
Union  
 
Formed by Slovenian immigrants and originally named  
Kranjsko Slovenska Katoliska Jednota, generations of members  
have trusted KSKJ Life, American Slovenian Catholic Union since 1894. 
 
KSKJ Life offers Life Insurance, Tax-Deferred Annuities and Medicare Supplement products 
along with member benefits.  Our fraternal story is more about our spirit, which shines through 
with our members, who give of their time in volunteering for charitable causes in the 
communities where we have lodges.  Our Home Office is located in Joliet, Illinois, and 10 
Lodges are very active in the Cleveland area. 
 
Membership is open to all baptized Christians by simply purchasing one of our excellent 
financial products. 
 
Whether hosting charitable fundraisers or helping a local church, school or organization, our 
members give of their time to reach out to those in need in communities across the nation.  We 
invite you to share our spirit. www.kskjlife.org   



Fantje na vasi 
Slovenian men’s chorus 
Cleveland, Ohio 
 
 Musical Director: John Srsen 
 Contact :    Tom Srsen 
          7334 Dawn Place 
          Concord Twp., Ohio  44060-7251 
         tomsrsen@hotmail.com 
          cell-440-487-6100 ; home -440-352-7455 
 
Fantje na vasi (Boys from the village) Slovenian men’s a cappella singing group was formed in 
the spring of 1977 out of a love for the tradition of Slovenian men’s choral singing.  The 
purpose of the group is to perpetuate Slovenian heritage through song, 
specifically Slovenian men’s a cappella music.  The group also sings in Latin and English. 
 
In addition to its annual concert 
in the Cleveland area, the Fantje 
have been fortunate to travel to 
Slovenian communities in 
Chicago, Fairfield, Hamilton, 
Indianapolis, Johnstown, 
Milwaukee, New York, Toronto 
and Washington, D.C.  In 1992, 
the group 
was one of the first to perform in 
a newly independent Slovenia, 
as well as in Italy and 
Austria.  The Fantje have 
represented Slovenians at multi-
cultural events such as at 
New York’s Lincoln Center 
(Slavic Heritage Foundation’s annual program) and multiple times in Cleveland at the 
International Folk Festival. 
 
To date, the group has three recordings.  The first two were compilations of Slovenian folk 
songs.  The latest, Laudate Dominum (Praise the Lord) is a CD of sacred and classical 
selections in Slovenian, English and Latin . Several selections are accompanied by a string 
quartet or piano. 
 
John Srsen has directed the group since its inception.  He also directs the Slovenian mixed 
chorus, Korotan, two choirs at St. Vitus Church and assists as an instructor of music at the St. 
Vitus Slovenian Language School.  All but one of the members is a first 
generation American Slovenians who are active at either St. Mary’s or St. Vitus Slovenian 
parishes in Cleveland.   
 
www.fantjenavasiusa.com  



Connect with thousands of Slovenians in 
North America and around the World. 
The Slovenian American Times is dedicated to 
preserving Slovenian culture and traditions, 
connecting generations of Slovenians, and sharing 
information, news and events, to build a stronger 
Slovenian community for generations to come.

Slovenian American Times
33977 Chardon Road, Suite 120
Willoughby Hills, Ohio 44094

On-Line: visit SlovenianAmericanTimes.com
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

What do Anton Janša and Marie Antoinette have in 
common?

If you know what  butara and žegen mean, you are 
most probably Slovenian! But have you seen contemporary 
pictures of these traditions?

SEE IT ALL IN THE APRIL ISSUE 
The April issue offers a variety of interesting articles including 
the origin of Beekeeping in Slovenia, the world-famous 
Carninolan bee, the story behind the painted beehive 
fronts, and much more.

Subscribe On-line: www.SlovenianAmericanTimes.com or complete the form below:
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