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The Plain Dealer 
GLOBAL VILLAGE  
 
Two new publications cater to Northeast Ohio's  
Slovenian-Americans / Robert Smith's Global Village 

 
Thursday, November 06, 2008  

Robert Smith 

Plain Dealer Columnist 

Saddened by the loss of its longtime newspaper, Northeast Ohio's Slovenian-American community 
suddenly has some bright news. Two new publications will compete for the allegiance of the largest 
Slovenian population outside of Europe.  

The community lost its trusty compass in August when Ameriška Domovina, or American Home, closed 
its St. Clair Avenue shop, ending an astonishing 110-year press run.  

Quickly into the void came Glas Naroda, the People's Voice, published by local Slovenian-Americans.  

Next week, another local team plans to launch the monthly Slovenian American Times, targeting the 
50,000 Slovenian- Americans of North east Ohio. English Editor Breda Lončar said she and her 
volunteer staff hope to win an audience with quality journalism and local ethnic news.  

"We hope to keep the community connected," said Lončar, a Slovenian immigrant and the curriculum 
director of Willoughby-Eastlake schools.  

"All of us have remained faithful to the Slovenian cause."  

The first edition will be mailed free Nov. 15 to 20,000 people, she 
said.  

To get on the mailing list, go to www.slovenianamericantimes.com.  

Source:  
http://www.cleveland.com/news/plaindealer/robert_smith/index.ssf?/base/opinion/1225964051205400.xml&coll=2     
 
 
New website - slotraveler.com   
 
The new website http://www.slotraveler.com bills itself as 
THE NUMBER ONE TRAVELER SITE FOR SLOVENIA.  

This interactive site features Cultural Heritage, Natural Heritage, Culture, Favors of Slovenia, Spa & 
Wellness, Entertainment & Sport and Accommodation sections. Currently slotraveler.com is available  
in Slovenian and English. 



SLOVENIAN-AMERICAN HERITAGE FOUNDATION 
SLOVENSKO AMERIŠKI KULTURNI SVET 

 
2008 LECTURE SERIES   

 
 

SLOVENIAN GENEALOGY 
 

Rose Marie Jisa 
 
7:00 PM – Tuesday, November 11, 2008 
Slovenian Society Home (Lower Hall), 20713 Recher Avenue, Euclid, Ohio 

The Slovenian-American Heritage Foundation invites all to attend the fifth talk in our 2008 Lecture 
Series.  The Foundation is extremely pleased that Rose Marie Jisa will present a discussion about 
Slovenian Genealogy and the activities of the Slovenian Genealogy Society International, Inc.  The 
program, which is free and open to the public, will take place on Tuesday, November 11th at 7:00 PM 
in the Lower Hall of the Slovenian Society Home, 20713 Recher Avenue in Euclid.  A coffee and 
strudel social will follow the lecture. 

 
In her presentation, Rose Marie Jisa will discuss the purpose and activities of the Slovenian Genealogy 
Society International, Inc. (SGSI) including their on-going effort to record oral histories from 
Slovenian Americans.  She will also report on the SGSI’s recent trip to Slovenia this past September.  
The SGSI brings together individuals of Slovenian heritage, or interest, in order to share genealogical 
information and experiences.  The organization provides a forum to facilitate the discovery and 
exchange of this information and works to create a convenient repository of information and the means 
to make it available to all members. 

 
************************************* 

SAVE THE DATE 
Friday, December 5, 2008 

7:00 PM 
 

Feast of St. Nicholas 
Evening with 

Bishop A. Edward Pevec 
 

Annual Mass and Reception 
The Center for Pastoral Leadership 

(Borromeo Seminary) 
28700 Euclid Avenue, Wickliffe 

 
************************************* 

Rose Marie Jisa is the founding president of 
both the Ohio Chapter of the SGSI and the 
South Florida State Chapter.  She was 
employed as a secondary school educator and 
administrator for the Parma City Schools and 
was an adjunct professor at Cleveland State 
University.  She received her BS in Education 
from Youngstown State University, a Master in 
Education from Kent State University and 
Doctoral work at the University of Akron 
School of Administration.  In addition to her 
interest in genealogy, Ms. Jisa enjoys dancing, 
playing the buttonbox and the clarinet, golf, 
swimming and reading. 

 
              

Slovenian American Heritage Foundation 17907 Dorchester Drive, Cleveland, Ohio 44119 



 

 
 
Construction is underway on the SMA’s first floor spaces, with plans for further future expansion.  The 
SMA recently purchased Past Perfect Software (museum and archival specific software) as well as 
computers, scanners, cameras and copiers to assist in the implementation of professional archiving 
procedures of all items that are donated.  The SMA is also currently accepting applications for a 
Museum Administrator through November 26 2008.  
 
As the Thanksgiving season approaches, the Board of Directors of the SMA would like to express its 
sincere thanks to the Slovenian community of Cleveland for its interest and dedication to this 
extremely important project.  Many thanks also to the many Slovenians from all over the United 
States who have reached out to us with financial support or archival donations.  We remind all that 
now is the time to be a part of this exciting venture, to celebrate and preserve our Slovenian heritage 
in a permanent location within the Slovenian Community of Cleveland.  
 
To make a donation to the Slovenian Museum and Archives – either with archival materials or 
financial contributions, please call 216-361-5600 or toll free 877-361-4SMA, or e-mail: 
staff@smacleveland.org.  Founding memberships are still available, as are opportunities to 
dedicate/name a space within the museum.  Please call or send an email for more information.  
 
The Slovenian Museum and Archives is a 501(c)(3) organization whose mission is to collect, preserve 
and share Slovenian ethnic identity by providing an educational, cultural and literary resource for 
families, students, archivists and researchers worldwide.  
 
SMA is located at 6415 St. Clair Avenue.  Please visit us on Saturday, November 29 from 12 pm to 5 
pm, when the National Cleveland Style Polka Hall of Fame Awards Ceremony will take place at 
Slovenian National Home, and see our  special Slovenian Christmas exhibit including "Sv. Miklavž" 
and other Slovenian traditions.  The exhibit can also be viewed on Sunday, December 7 from 3 pm to 
6 pm, following the St. Vitus School "Miklavževanje" play, and the KSKJ Christmas party; and on 
Sunday, December 14 from 10 am to 2 pm, during the AMLA Christmas party at the Slovenian 
National Home.    
 
Board of Directors  
Slovenian Museum & Archives 
www.smacleveland.org  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Cleveland, Ohio - Slovenski muzej in arhiv (SMA), ki domuje v prostorih Slovenskega narodnega 
doma na ulici St. Clair v Clevelandu, deluje!  
Prostori v pritličju se prenavljajo, poskrbljeno je že za ustrezno računalniške programe in oprevo, 
nujno potrebno za profesionalno delo s podarjenim ali posojenim arhivskim gradivom.  
SMA do 26. novembra letos sprejema vloge za uslužbenca - upravitelja muzeja.  
Ob bližajočem se zahvalnem dnevu se odbor SMA iskreno zahvaljuje slovenski skupnosti v 
Clevelandu za izkazano zanimanje in podporo temu izjemno pomembnemu projektu. Hvala tudi 
številnim rojakom iz vseh koncev ZDA, ki so muzeju pomagali z denarno podporo ali darovanjem 
arhivskega in muzejskega gradiva. Spodbudili bi radi tudi tiste, ki se za kaj takega še niso odločili, saj 
je zdaj pravi trenutek za izoblikovanje prvega tovrstnega muzeja na stalni lokaciji v srcu slovenske 
skupnosti v Clevelandu.  
Če bi radi darovali denar za stroške delovanja SMA, podarili predmete, primerne za muzej, ali pač 
arhivsko gradivo, s katerim nimate kaj početi, lahko to storite tako, da pokličete na telefonsko številko 
216-361-5600 ali na brezplačno številko 1-877-361-4SMA, muzej pa lahko kontaktirate tudi preko 
emaila: staff@smacleveland.org.  
Še vedno lahko postanete tudi "ustanovni član", ob velikih donacijah pa se lahko dogovorite tudi za 
poimenovanje dela muzeja po vas ali vam dragi osebi. Pokličite ali pišite za več informacij.  
SMA je neprofitna, "501(c)(3)" organizacija, katere namen je zbirati, hraniti in razstavljati slovensko 
kulturno dediščino ter biti živ dokaz zgodovinskega, kulturnega in literarnega ustvarjanja, o čemer se 
bodo lahko v muzeju in arhivu prepričali in raziskovali študentje, družine, arhivisti in raziskovalci iz 
Slovenije in sveta.  
Muzej, ki domuje kot zapisano v Slovenskem narodnem domu (SND) na St. Clair Ave., lahko obiščete 
v soboto, 29. novembra med 12. in 5. uro, ko bo - ob podelitvi nagrad izvajalcem polke - na ogled 
razstava o Svetem Miklavžu in drugih slovenskih običajih, povezanih z božičem. Razstava bo na 
ogled tudi v nedeljo, 7. decembra, po miklavževanju pri Sv. Vidu in božični prireditvi KSKJ, med 3. in 
6. uro, ter v nedeljo, 14. decembra, med 10. in 2. uro, ko bo v SNH božična prireditev AMLA. 
 
Board of Directors 

Executive Committee: 
Robert Hopkins, President  
Olga Merela, Co-Vice President, Programming  
Linda Silakoski, Co-Vice President, Programming  
Katarina Dempsey, Co-Vice President, Membership  
Johanna Bajc, Corporate Secretary  
Franc Sever, Treasurer  

Contact Us 

Slovenian Museum and Archives  
6415 St. Clair Avenue  
Cleveland, OH 44103  
Phone: 216.361.5600  
Fax: 216.361.5601  
Toll Free: 1.877.361.4SMA  
Email: staff@smacleveland.org  

 



Great white shark - still found in the Adriatic Sea 
Ivo Scepanovic for Southeast European Times in Split  November 4, 2008 
 
Considered extinct about 40 years ago, the great white shark is back in the Adriatic waters, 
dangerous as ever, having attacked a diver from Slovenia.  
 
One man's frightening encounter with the great white shark 
in the Adriatic, just ten metres off the shore of the remote 
island of Vis, central Dalmatia, has made headlines in 
Croatia and confirmed suspicions of the predator's presence 
in the Adriatic. Older locals remember a shark attack in the 
central Adriatic that claimed the life of a German tourist. 
Divers had felt safe after 40 years of shark inactivity.  
 
A 43-year-old Slovenian diver, Damjan Pesek, went spear 
fishing with a friend in Mala Smokova, near the island of 
Vis. Witnesses say the shark that attacked him was 5m 
long.  
 
"It felt like something suddenly hit my body. You actually do 
not feel the bite," said Pesek at the hospital in Split that 
treated the serious injuries to his left leg.  
 
"I used a spear to fight back," said Pesek. Friends pulled him into a boat and rushed him to the 
nearest doctor. Paramedics in turn transported him to Split for decompression and emergency 
treatment.  
 
"There is almost no way that a diver can defend himself if a shark wants to kill him," Croatia's top 
shark expert, Dr. Alen Soldo, says. At first, the researchers were not sure of the species that attacked 
Pesek.  
 
"Other kinds of sharks may have been attracted to the diver as he was carrying [bloody] fish around 
his belt," Soldo thought at first. However, doctors found two teeth typical of the great white shark in 
the diver's leg.  
 
The expert thinks that the arrival of the great white shark in the Adriatic could be directly connected to 
the tuna population.  
 
''The shark was probably following the schools of tuna and got attracted by the fish around the diver's 
belt. As schools of tuna are not frequent in the Adriatic anymore, the great white shark rarely travels 
to these waters," explained Soldo.  
 
Despite the nearly tragic circumstances, Soldo said he was glad to hear the great white shark found 
its way back to the Adriatic, as experts had assumed it extinct in those waters for the past four 
decades. He added that humans are still the intruders when they venture into the underwater world.  
Experts think the great white shark will move on quickly from the Adriatic, given its migratory nature.  
 
Source: http://www.setimes.com/cocoon/setimes/xhtml/en_GB/features/setimes/features/2008/11/04/feature-02  

''The shark was probably following the schools 
of tuna and got attracted by the fish around the 
diver's belt. As schools of tuna are not frequent 
in the Adriatic anymore, the great white shark 
rarely travels to these waters." [Getty Images] 



After finding the Novemeber 2008 issue of Singletrack 
mountain bike magazine online, I fired off an email to 
the editor Chipps Chippendale. 

Hello Chipps, 

I would like to attached a screen capture of 
http://www.singletrackworld.com/article.php?sid=3113  on my 
website www.clevelandslovenian.com   

My readers would be interested in any information your riding 
journalist would be willing to provide. 

Regards, 

Phil - P.S. I commute to work on my bike about twice a week. 

From: Chipps Chippendale 
[mailto:chipps@singletrackworld.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 06, 2008 8:48 AM 
To: Hrvatin, Phil  
Subject: Re: Singletrack issue 45 
 
Hi there Phil,  
 
Thanks for asking. Yes, you're welcome to use a screen grab of our cover with a link to our website. The article is very 
complimentary about Slovenia for mountain biking. 
 
Cheers 
Chipps 
  
Singletrack is the UK's third biggest mountain bike magazine and this is their second feature on 
Slovenia, after last year's article based in Tolmin. This time round the journalists returned to tour the 
country in a motorhome, cherry-picking the riding spots from Maribor to Kuros and stopping back in to 
Tolmin too. Once again they returned, gushing about the quality of the riding and the warm welcome 
they received. 
 
A couple of quotes from the Singletrack November 2008 issue. 
 
Let the masses head out to the Alps. When it comes to mountain biking, Slovenia is Europe's best-
kept secret. Brothers and sisters we have seen the light, we know that the country is a mountain 
bikers' paradise, and we've been chomping at the bit to get back there ever since. Lets be honest 
here, let's make this clear from the start, we 'heart' Slovenia  

 By the time we're finished the cities populace have begun their after work walk and run up and down 
the ski slope. It's good to be in a country with such a love of the outdoors and commitment to 
exercise. We don't feel at all guilty sitting and drinking Laško cooled from the campervan's fridge. Oh 
no.  
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http://washington.embassy.si/en/
mailto:vwa@gov.si
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