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U.S. Senator George Voinovich 
 

 
 
October 30, 2008 Senator George Voinovich accompanied The McCain-Palin Team during their  
U. S. presidential campaign stop in Mentor Ohio. The senator is pictured at a post rally party at the 
Republican Party Call Center in Mayfield Heights, Ohio. 
 
Embassies Participate In Ljubljana Marathon, October 26, 2008 

 

 
 
Diplomats and family members from the United States Embassy in 
Ljubljana and the United States Embassy in Vienna participated in 
the 13th Annual Ljubljana Marathon.  The event included a 42 km 
marathon, 21 km half marathon, and 10 km run.  Eighteen people 
from both embassies participated, including Ambassador Ghafari, 
who ran the full 42 km marathon. 
 
Pictured left: Ambassador Ghafari running the marathon 
 
http://slovenia.usembassy.gov/marathon2.html  



Church and State Reach Agreement on Bled Island 
Ownership  

Bled/Ljubljana, 22 October 

The Ljubljana Archdiocese and the Culture Ministry have finally reached an 

agreement on the ownership of the Bled island, one of Slovenia's best known 

landmarks. The island on the lake Bled will remain state-owned, while the buildi

on the island, including the famous church, will be given to the Bled parish. 

In line with the agreement, which was confirmed by the government on 9 October, the 

Ljubljana Archdiocese will also withdraw the appeal it has addressed to the European 

Court of Human Rights regarding the denationalisation claim for the island. In return, 

the Bled parish, which owns the famous church on the island, will get back other 

buildings on the island. Janez Ambrozic of the Bled parish is satisfied with the solution. 

He told STA on Wednesday that the parish would now continue to work in peace. The 

Ljubljana Archdiocese and the Culture Ministry were not available for comment.  

The agreement ends years of attempts to settle the denationalisation claim by the 

archdiocese, which wanted the island to be returned to the Roman Catholic Church in 

kind. In 2006, the Supreme Court overturned a ruling by the Administrative Court 

from 2002 that the Church should be returned the island. The Bled parish then 

appealed at the Constitutional Court, challenging the Supreme Court's decision.  

The Constitutional Court has upheld 

the ruling of the Supreme Court in 

June 2007, and the island was not 

returned to the Church in kind and 

remained in hands of the state. 

According to the Supreme Court, 

the ruling was based on the fact 

that the island is a natural and 

cultural monument and as such 

cannot be decided on in legal 

procedures. 



Cleveland is proud of Councilman Cimperman 
 
 
On October 23, 2008, Cleveland City Councilman and proud Slovenian, Joe Cimperman, received the 
Ruth Ratner Miller Award at a banquet held in his honor in downtown Cleveland.  With this award, the 
Downtown Cleveland Alliance recognizes Councilman Cimperman for his significant contribution to the 
development and vibrancy of downtown Cleveland.    
 
Councilman Cimperman has served the people of Cleveland's 13th Ward as its Cleveland City Council 
representative since 1997.  His current goals are to continue creating a supportive environment for the 
arts and culture communities, to enhance the retail environment of Euclid Avenue, and to support the 
Ohio Canal corridor's connection through the city.    
 
Joe Cimperman believes that everyone deserves great art regardless of income.  He proudly supports the 
annual programming of film, theatre and ballet in the public parks of Ward 13.   He spearheaded the city's 
first live-work legislation for artists.  With the support of the Community Partnership for the Arts and 
Culture, Cimperman helped build civic momentum to fight for an arts levy in 2003 and ultimately for 
passage of public support for the arts in 2006.  
 
Councilman Cimperman is a champion of neighborhood issues and has worked to create and invigorate 
over 30 community book clubs.  He has sponsored legislation for many improvements, including sufficient 
parking for people with disabilities and safety measures along the waterfront.  He led the charge on 
creating a zoning class for parks and green space in Cleveland.  Working with OSU Extension, Botanical 
Gardens, and the Cuyahoga Community Land Trust, he was a steward in creating a zoning class for 
community gardens, the first in the country.  He was instrumental in helping downtown Cleveland 
implement the Clean & Safe Program – with 55 people every day keeping downtown Cleveland safe for 
the 120,000 who work, visit, learn and live here.  
 
Councilman Cimperman understands the importance of downtown not just for Ward 13 but for the whole 
city and region.  Today with Councilman Cimperman's support, we see numerous catalytic projects in 
progress and a resurgence of people living downtown.  With the Euclid Corridor Transportation project in 
the final stages, East 4th Street vibrant and blooming and the Flats East bank project just beginning, 
downtown is being reborn and re-energized.  The continued resurgence of downtown will drive our city, 
county and region.    
 
Councilman Cimperman was born to Slovenian parents and raised in the St. Clair-Superior neighborhood. 
 His mother (born in Slovenia) and his father (a first generation Slovenian American), were active in 
Cleveland's Slovenian community.  As a boy, Joe's parents spoke Slovenian to him and, as a family, they 
worshipped at St. Vitus Parish.  
 
Councilman Cimperman graduated from St. Vitus Elementary School, St. Ignatius High School and John 
Carroll University.  While at John Carroll, Cimperman founded Project GOLD, an international award 
winning community service organization dedicated to helping families and Cleveland's people in need. 
 After college, Cimperman worked with Cleveland's I have a Dream Foundation.  As a member of the 
Jesuit Volunteer Corps, the Councilman worked with developmentally challenged adults in Portland, 
Maine and at an AIDS hospice in Baltimore, Maryland.  He returned home to serve as an outreach worker 
at the West Side Catholic Center, and is proud to have served this great community for a decade.  
 
The Slovenian community of Cleveland is proud of Councilman Cimperman and congratulates him on his 
accomplishments! 
 



Small and beautiful – that’s Slovenia 
 
Nov 2 2008 by Daniel Brennan, Wales On Sunday  
 
http://www.walesonline.co.uk/travel/travel-news/2008/11/02/small-and-beautiful-that-s-slovenia-
91466-22164981/  
 
Not many people know much about Slovenia, but it is a tiny diamond and well worth the trip to find out 
more, says DAVE ROBSON ... 
SO how much do you know about Slovenia? 
No, me neither. I’d heard of its capital Ljubljana, although spelling it proved a challenge, but other 
than that – let’s say it wouldn’t be my specialist subject on Mastermind. 
So when the chance of a week at a Keycamp holiday home in Ljubljana offered itself, it had to be 
taken. 
We flew into Trieste in north-east Italy – much cheaper than jetting into Ljubljana airport and only 
60km or so away from our destination. 
But if you hire a car, make sure it has a green sticker on the windscreen – a ‘vignette’ no less – 
because it’s compulsory and lets you zip through toll booths without stopping. 
On arrival at our “Ljubljana Resort” campsite, with its brilliant pool complex next door, we quickly 
settled into our comfy, well-equipped and spotless mobile home. 
Then it was off into the capital city where, within an hour, it was pouring down and we were 
ensconced in an Irish bar, watching football on TV. 
That night, it rained so heavily, the French youths in tents at the other end of the site moved en 
masse to shelter in the shower block next to our chalet. It was like trying to sleep next to a foreign 
exchange students’ party. 
No matter – next day, the sun was shining and we set off for the picturesque jewel in Slovenia ’s 
crown, Lake Bled. 
Ask someone to draw a magic church in the middle of a pretty lake and they’d come up with 
something like this. 
It takes a while to walk around it all, but it must be one of the best Sunday afternoon strolls on earth. 
Even the kids seemed entranced by it. I was confident, for example, that son Alex, ten, had fallen 
under Bled’s spell. 
Then he said: “What would you do if a donkey jumped out of that bush?” It was a bit of a let down. I 
guess his scenery appreciation skills need some work. 
But it was a magical place and offered a real highlight of our Slovenian stay. Forty-five minutes up the 
road – and bear in mind we were there in August – is the winter sports hotspot of Kranjska Gora and 
the ski jump mecca of Planica. Yes, winter is the key word here. 
Mrs R’s Scandinavian roots meant this was a must-see, especially as Norwegian Bjorn Einar 
Romeren set a new ski jump world record in Planica, leaping 239 metres. 
Slovenia ’s so small, you can cover lots by car and even pop abroad – we had days in Trieste in Italy 
and Porec and Rovinj in Croatia – both lovely, if touristy seaside towns. 
And with Ljubljana centre 10 minutes from our campsite – which would have benefited from an on-site 
supermarket – we often popped down town. It was a really lovely place. 
One night, we were even entertained by perky singer Manca Spik, before Slovenia ’s returning 
Olympic medallists strode proudly on to the stage. 
The crowd applauded politely. Uncontrolled outpourings of emotion probably aren’t a Slovenian thing. 
But maybe they’re just content with their lot in life – and who can blame them? 
Their country is a little diamond and well worth a visit. 
 






