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Air *and* Space 
 
September 24, 2009 
 
Source: http://slovenia.usembassy.gov/index.html  
 
The US Embassy hosted a “back-to-school” 
gathering for local high schools, exchange alumni 
and other youth groups this week at the at the 
Ambassadorial Residence. Fun, food and Frisbees 
flying were the order of the day as over 70 young 
people mingled with Embassy officers and staff. 
Extra-special guest Astronaut Sunni Williams, in 
town this week for the Slovene Science Festival, 
also attended the event. She shared her story and 
spoke a few words to the high schoolers about not 
getting discouraged by what seems like failure, but 
instead seeing setbacks as opportunities. The 
Ultimate Frisbee team ended the night with a 
demonstration and team scrimmage. Tired and 
happy young people departed at the end of the 
event, full of food and thought, and ready to take 
on the coming school year. 
 

 

The US Embassy hosted a “back-to-school” gathering for 
schools, exchange alumni and other youth groups at the 
Ambassadorial Residence. Fun, food and Frisbees flying 
were the order of the day as over 70 young people and 
special guest Slovene American Astronaut Sunni 
Williams mingled with Embassy officers and staff. 

Chargé d'Affaires Brad Freden of the US Embassy 
mingling with youth groups 















Consul General Jure Žmauc visits 
KSKJ’s home office 
 
Newly appointed Consul General for the Republic of Slovenian 
(right) visits the KSKJ Life Home Office with recently appointed 
Honorary Consul for the Republic of Slovenia , Dr. Janez Vidmar  
left, St. Anne Lodge #170 member).  Anthony T. Mravle (KSKJ Life 
CEO) greeted Consul Žmauc to the Joliet area and KSKJ Life.  
Consul Žmauc met with Home Office employees and toured the 
facilities.  
 
www.kskjlife.com  
 
 
 

 

RTV interview with Zvone Žigon 
 
Listen to a recent RTV interview with Zvone Žigon regarding his achievements and experiences with 
the Slovenian community in the United States.   
http://www.rtvslo.si/play/dr-zvone-zigon/ava2.46244892/   
 

Ohio Chapter of the Slovenian Genealogy Society  
The Ohio Chapter of the Slovenian Genealogy Society International (SGSI) will hold it's November 
meeting at the newly opened Slovenian Museum and Archives (SMA), located in the Slovenian 
National Home building, 6415 St. Clair Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 44103  

The meeting will be Tuesday, November 10th, 2009 at 7:00pm. Attendees will get a private tour of the 
new museum space and the new home of the SGSI office and library. The meeting is open to all 
SGSI members, their guests and anyone interested in joining our organization. Refreshments will be 
provided. 

 Ed Oshaben President, SGSI Ohio Chapter SMA Board Member 

A few photo extras from Phil Hrvatin 
 
New York City as viewed from Phil Hrvatin’s bike 
http://picasaweb.google.com/pjhcle/NewYork    
 
KSKJ Youth Leadership Conference July 25, 2009 St. Vitus Church & Village  
http://picasaweb.google.com/philip.hrvatin/KSKJYoungAdultLeadershipConference2009    
 
Sugarcreek Ohio Swiss Fest Oct 3, 2009  
http://picasaweb.google.com/pjhcle/JoeyTomsickOhioSwissFest2009   



Vlasta Jeseničnik reporting from Cleveland 
 
Vlasta Jeseničnik is well known by Slovenians across the world. Whether on a political assignment or 
working on a cultural documentary Vlasta brings a human touch to her journalism. Currently Vlasta is 
a Washington DC correspondent for RTV www.rtvslo.si and can be found at many important political 
events throughout the United States. Prior assignments have taken her to Russia, Chechnya and 
Afghanistan. Although not a war correspondent, she has witnessed many tragedies that are created 
by human conflict. 
 
In June 2009 RTV posted Vlasta’s documentary on Slovenians in Cleveland. The video can be view 
at: http://www.rtvslo.si/play/tednik/ava2.37267430 . The video is 63.04 minutes in length. Vlasta’s 
report starts at the 50 minute mark.   

 
vlasta.jesenicnik@gmail.com  



ROMANJE V MARQUETTE / Pilgrimage to Marquette 
 

Fr. Drago Gačnik SDB  ŽUPNIK – SLOVENSKA ŽUPNIJA SV. GREGORIJA VELIKEGA Hamilton. ON Canada 
 
Father Gačnik’s Photos: http://www.cleslo.com/photos/2009-09-25.shtml  

 

V petek, 25. Septembra 2009 smo poromali na Baragove dneve. Pridružil se nam je tudi oktet Kres iz 

Cerknice. Res da je vožnja dolga, 1100 km, tako, da smo petek porabili samo za vožnjo do Marquetta, kjer 

smo se nastanili v hotelu Ramada. V soboto dopoldne smo si ogledali kakih 150 km oddaljen kraj LʹAnse, 

kjer je velik kip Friderika Barage, ki gleda na Lake Superior. Lepe jesenske barve, rumeno rdeče, sonce, ki 

je posijalo in slovenska pesem okteta je zopet razpoložila vse romanje. Z nami so bili tudi romarji iz 

Clevelanda. Nadaljevali smo potem pot do Assinins, Baragovega Centra, kjer je lesena cerkev, sicer ne več 

originalna, ki jo je napravil Baraga, zavetišče za sirote, ki je v zelo slabem stanju, še originalna stavba v 

keteri je muzej in pa indijansko pokopališče.  

Po tem ogledu so se vrnili nazaj v Marquette, kjer je bila popoldne ob šestih, v katedrali sv. Petra, 

slovenska sveta maša, ki jo je vodil, kot zastopnik slovenskih škofov,  gospod Igor Luzar iz novomeške 

škofije. Ob somaševanju  duhovnikov, prisotnosti štirih škofov in polne cerkve vernikov, večinoma 

slovencev iz raznih krajev: poleg nas je prišel avtobus iz Toronta, Clevelanda, Chicaga‐Lemonta in še 

marsikdo s svojim avtomobilom. Mašne dele je pel oktet Kres, ljudske pesmi pa so vodili združeni pevci 

iz Hamiltona, Toronta, Chicaga in Clevelanda, pod vodstvom organistke in dirigente iz Lemonta. 

Po končani sveti maši so nas povabili na večerjo, kjer so postregli dobro hrano, med večerjo pa je 

obogatila program glasbena skupina: »Singing Slovens« iz Minessote. Na koncu so nekaj pesmi zapeli še 

pevci okteta Kres in poželi bučen aplavz. 

V nedeljo dopoldne smo si ogledali škofijske arhive, kjer imajo Baragove predmete, pisma, dnevnike in 

vse, kar je v zvezi z Baragom, potem smo si pogledali hišo, kjer je Baraga umrl in tudi grob Barage, ki je 

pod stolnico sv. Petra v Marquettu. 

Popoldne ob dveh je sledila angleška sveta maša, ki jo je vodil tamkajšnji škof Alexander K. Sample, ob 

somaševanju še štirih škofov, enajstih duhovnikov, treh diakonov in polno cerkvijo vernikov. Pesmi je 

vodil angleški zbor, vmes pa smo pri darovanj zapeli indijansko pesem, ki jo je napisal Friderik Baraga. 

Pred mašo smo imeli kratko vajo, da smo se naučili brati indijansko besedilo. 

Pos sveti maši smo bili zopet povabljeni na kosilo – banket, med katerim so predstavili, kako gre 

postopek za beatifikacijo škofa Barage. Zlgeda, da se stvari le premikajo naprej, ker so zamenjali glavnega 

postulatorja v Rimu in sedanji je veliko bolj zavzet tako, da upamo, da bo tudi želja mnogih, da pride 

Baraga na oltar kmalu uresničena. Vsak avtobus je prinesel tudi svoj dar za Baragov sklad. Obenem pa 

tudi vsako leto nagradijo nekoga, ki je veliko delal za Baragove dneve, tokrat je bil gospod Alojzij 

Hribšek, ki je trenutno na Floridi. 

Veseli in polni vtisov smo se v ponedeljek vrnili domov. 

Iskrena hvala vsem, ki ste se udeležili romanja, posebej pa še Veri Gopnza in Tereziji Sarjaš, ki sta nosili 

težo organizacije. Prepričan sem, da je vsakdo prišel domov z novimi spoznanji in obogateno 

duhovnostjo. 

From: St. Gregory the Great Hamilton ON [mailto:gregory_sdb@cogeco.ca]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 06, 2009 9:37 AM  
To: 'Hrvatin, Phil' 
Subject: Hamilton - Bishop Baraga Days in Marquette 2009 



 
 

Standing ovations mark church's end: Ss. Cyril & 
Methodius, a century of Slovenian tradition 
Published: Monday, October 5, 2009 

Source: http://www.morningjournal.com/articles/2009/10/05/news/mj1675494.txt 
 
LORAIN — More than a century of religious devotion and Slovenian tradition closed yesterday, marked with 
two standing ovations for a well-loved pastor and a few tears for the end of an era, as the final Mass was said at 
Ss. Cyril & Methodius Catholic Church, 1709 E. 31st St. 
 
About 200 people attended the service, filling the pews and standing along the white-painted walls of the green-
carpeted sanctuary, as autumnal sunlight filtered through the stained-glass windows. 
 
From babes-in-arms to white-haired elders leaning on canes, they listened quietly as Fr. Lawrence Jurcak, 
secretary and vicar for clergy and religious for the Cleveland Diocese, said the final Mass. Bishop Richard 
Lennon, head of the Cleveland Diocese, could not celebrate the final Mass because he is on pilgrimage to 
Rome, according to Robert Tayek, a spokesman for the diocese. 
 
The Ss. Cyril & Methodius parish, with about 100 members, is merging with St. John the Baptist, 2143 
Homewood Drive, and St. Vitus Croatian Catholic, 1785 E. 32nd St., in coming months as the Catholic Diocese 
of Cleveland responds to declining congregations by closing some parishes and merging others. Final Masses 
were celebrated last week at St. Stanislaus Church and St. Ladislaus Church, just blocks away from Ss. Cyril & 
Methodius in South Lorain. 
 
Jurcak sees the merging of Ss. Cyril & Methodius, St. John the Baptist and St. Vitus parishes as a coming full 
circle of the Slovenian and Croatian immigrants in Lorain. 
 
Ss. Cyril & Methodius parish was established in 1905 from the Slovenian and Croatian communities that were 
growing in Lorain, Jurcak said. The church building, of pale gray stone, was built in 1952. 
 
"When Slovenians and Croatians came to Lorain, they worshipped at St. John's," he said. "By 1922, the 
Croatians formed their own parish. Now they're coming back together." 
 
The new parish will be named in honor of St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, the first American to become a saint. She 
is considered the patroness of immigrants, Jurcak said. 
 
Jurcak was assisted in the Mass by Father Paul Krajnik, the pastor of Ss. Cyril & Methodius for the last 34 
years; Father Charles Strebler, who has been assisting Krajnik; and Father Joseph Yelenc. When Jurcak asked 
the congregation to honor Krajnik for his service, they twice rose to their feet for thundering applause and 
cheers. 
 
Krajnik, 87, said all of his 34 years at Ss. Cyril & Methodius were good years. 
 



"I admire the congregation for being so faithful," he said. "It's sad to say goodbye." He was surrounded by well-
wishers after the Mass who wanted to recall favorite memories and assure him they would stay in touch. 
 
Krajnik will move next week to St. Augustine Tower, an assisted-living center run by Catholic Charities in 
Cleveland, Tayek said. 
 
Yelenc, a former member of Ss. Cyril & Methodius, is a teacher at Franciscan University of Steubenville. 
 
"I celebrated my first Mass here, and my uncle celebrated his first Mass here," Yelenc said, his voice shaking 
with emotion. "It's a place of warmth and generosity. The bells, the choir and the organ will be silent, but not us. 
Fear is useless. What we all need is trust." 
 
During the 95-minute service, Jurcak asked those who were baptized at Ss. Cyril & Methodius to stand. He then 
asked those who were confirmed there to stand, followed by those who accepted their first Eucharist there, 
those who were married there and those who had attended a funeral there. By the end, nearly everyone was 
standing. 
 
"You have enriched the faith and the people you have encountered," he said. "That's what we celebrate today. 
You will bring your rich Slovenian heritage to your new parish. No ending is ever easy. But the way Ss. Cyril & 
Methodius has touched your heart will always be there. Bring that with you as you go on to form your new 
parish community. As we walk out these doors for the last time today, Christ goes with us." 
 
Support for Ss. Cyril & Methodius was shown by a group from Holy Trinity Church, who held a banner 
emblazoned with the message "Our hearts are with you" in front of the church before and after the Mass. 
 
Judy Maldonado, 65, dabbed at tears throughout the service. 
 
"I made my first communion here in 1953," she said. "I saw this church being built, and I think this (the closing) 
is terrible. I live in Puerto Rico now, but whenever I'm in Lorain I always come to Mass here. It's very special." 
 
Lorain City Council President Joel Arredondo, is a member of Ss. Cyril & Methodius and serves as president of 
the parish council. Learning the church was to close and the parish would merge with others was like getting the 
call that someone you love has a terminal illness, he said. 
 
"It was a terrible shock," he said. "But there is a reason God does these things. This is not a funeral, but a 
celebration." 
 
The church property, at Globe Avenue and East 31st Street, will go up for sale, Tayek said. Statues and other 
religious goods have been documented and inventoried, and could be used at the new parish, he said. They 
could also go to other parishes in Cleveland or across the country, he said. 
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