


 
 

American Performer Delivers 
Splendid Performance 
 
On April 23, the Gala Ballet Evening celebrated the 
International Day of Dance with the presentation of 
several awards from DBUS for artistic achievement. 
Chargé d’Affaires Brad Freden and other Embassy staff 
attended the evening, along with President Danilo Türk 
and his wife, Barbara Miklič Türk. The evening combined 
traditional and modern dance selections by young and 
professional dancers, including American dancer, Joseph 
Bunn whose contemporary dance amazed the audience. 
 
Source: http://slovenia.usembassy.gov  
 

*** 
Around the top of the Adriatic 
By Procycling 

Route: A very straightforward opening road stage that 
concludes with three laps of an 11km circuit in Trieste. 
There's a climb halfway around it that offers the first 
points for the mountains jersey on the second pass. The 
infamous local Bora wind could prove a bigger menace.  

Local Hero: The last half of the stage runs along the corridor of Italian territory that looks back over 
Venice. Bordering Slovenia is a growing cycling power, and support for Slovenes Janez Brajkovic and 
Tadej Valjavec will be very apparent.  

Procycling's Top Tip: It'll be extremely rapid on the downhill run into the finish, which will make for a 
frantic, nerve-jangling finale. 2009 form suggests a straight fight between Mark Cavendish and 
Garmin-Slipstream's Tyler Farrar, who should be battling for bonus seconds toward the maglia rosa. 
While Farrar pipped Cav in a similar sprint in Tirreno-Adriatico, our money's on the Manxman.  

Savio speaks: Trieste is certainly a stage for sprinters, a 99-percent chance that it arrives in a sprint. 
The sprinters will control the race for Alessandro Petacchi and Mark Cavendish. Trieste is a historic 
zone and one of the big cities this year's Giro will visit.  

Source http://www.bikeradar.com/racing/article/around-the-top-of-the-adriatic-21487  













The Race Across America 2009 (RAAM) The World's 
Toughest Bicycle Race, Welcomes an International 
Field of Elite and Amazing Cyclists 
 
RAAM starts June 17, 2009 with a strong field of racers including 4 time winner Jure Robic, 
past winner Daniel Weiss and the upstart Austrian Christoph Stausser. This year world 
renowned surfer Laird Hamilton hopes to break a cross continent record with his 3 teammates 
as does a 4 man team consisting of racers 75 years or older.  
 
Boulder, CO (PRWEB) May 7, 2009 -- The Race Across America (RAAM) and the Race 
Across the West (RAW) are pleased to make the following announcements regarding their 
ultra-endurance bicycle races beginning June 17, 2009 in Oceanside, California.  
24 hours a day – RAAM 
 
RAAM is pleased to welcome back the only person to 
ever win 4 Solo Male RAAM Championships, Jure 
Robic of Slovenia. Robic's dominance will be 
challenged this year by several international racers; 
one time RAAM Champion, Daniel Wyss of 
Switzerland; Gerhard Gulewicz of Austria who 
survived a spectacular crash in RAAM 08; Marko 
Baloh, one of the world's greatest ultra-endurance 
cyclists who also is a Slovenian national; Navy Seal 
David Goggins; Julian Sanz Garcia who rode a strong 
race in 2008; and an Austrian rookie who shows all 
the promise of becoming a future RAAM Champion - 
26 year old Christoph Strasser.  
 
In a world of orchestrated events that attempt to 
manipulate the impression of something spectacular, 
RAAM delivers the real deal. For 28 years, RAAM has been producing champions from 
everyday people and the trials and tribulations they endure never fails to intrigue, motivate and 
inspire all those that cross their path. Regardless of whether they witness firsthand a RAAM 
team and its entourage of support vehicles racing through their town or by following the 
progress on the race's official website, raceacrossamerica.org, RAAM creates an energy of its 
own.  
 
While maintaining an extremely competitive perspective, many racers find the desire and 
ability to utilize RAAM as a forum to raise awareness and funds for the charities and causes 
that they support. In each of the last three years, RAAM contestants have used the race to 
raise over $1 million for various charitable causes in the United States, Canada and Europe.  
 
In Team RAAM, which starts June 20, 2009 in Oceanside, CA, many interesting teams have 
signed on to give it their best. In the 4 person division Big wave surfer, Laird Hamilton has 
again teamed up with Bally Total Fitness founder, Don Wildman, Rage Against The Machine 
bassist, Tim Commerford and Ironman participant, Jason Winn. This extreme team has more 
than a world record in their sight, as they are riding to raise awareness and funds for various 
causes. Wildman, an 8 time Ironman participant, is no stranger to RAAM, having raced in 
1994. The 76-year-old picture of health completed a 500-mile journey of standup paddle 
boarding and cycling in 2006 with Hamilton in an effort to raise awareness for Autism 



(nationalautismassociation.org) and Lou Gehrig's disease (alsa.org). Hamilton, referred to by 
Men's Journal as the "World's Greatest Surfer", is also a co-inventor of tow-in surfing. A long 
time supporter of Autism, Hamilton will be pedaling for The Beautiful Son Foundation 
(beautifulsonfoundation.org). California native, Jason Winn is a seasoned athlete who 
completed his first Ironman Triathlon at age 23. Musician Tim Commerford, who is riding for 
Hans Rey's "Wheels4life" (wheels4life.org), is known as an obsessive mountain biker who 
thanks his bikes in the liner notes of his albums. The athletic prowess and inspiration goals of 
"Team Surf" make them a force to be reckoned with.  
 
Not to be outdone by the maturity of Don Wildman is Team Grand Pac Masters, this 4 person 
entry consisting of Lee Mitchell, Robert Kash, Lew Meyer and Chris Stauffer, are vying to 
establish a record as the first team aged 75+ to complete RAAM. Also expected to make an 
impact are two-time 8-Person Team RAAM Champions Team Type 1 and Team ViaSat a 
perennial frontrunner in the 8-Person division. Many new faces have signed on in the 4 person 
division and race organizers and fans anxiously wait to see who will emerge as front runners.  
 
In 2008 the Race Across the West was introduced, primarily, as an introduction for people not 
ready for the challenges of a 3,000 mile race. RAW will be contested by racers from Europe, 
Canada, Australia, South America and the United States. Joining the ranks of Race Across the 
West racers this year is Gary E Johnson, the Governor of New Mexico from January 1, 1995 to 
January 1, 2003. Once referred to as the Most Dangerous Politician in America, Mr. Johnson 
hopes to bring his edge to the sport of ultra-cycling. Mr. Johnson who has competed in 
approximately 500 sporting events around the world is no stranger to serious athletic 
endeavors. Asked how he assesses the difficulty involved in competing in the Race Across the 
West, he said, "It ought to be brutal and yet only 1/3 (the distance) of RAAM, which has always 
been a dream of mine. I really look forward to competing in RAW which has a finish line at my 
home in Taos."  
 
All races and racers will receive a big send off in Oceanside, California. "Publisher and Funky 
Dude", Bob Babbitt is expected to deliver his flair as he hosts the start of the men's Solo Race 
(June 17, 2009) which will also feature a demonstration of the U.S. Navy Parachute Team, 
"The Leap Frogs."  
 
Source: http://www.prweb.com/releases/RAAM/2009/prweb2350214.htm  



European Drinks Festival 
 
The Czech EU Presidency - Czech Consulate General in Chicago, together with the non-profit 
organization Euro-Chicago and 15 European Consulates  participated in the European Drinks Festival 
which was held on Wednesday April 29, 2009 at the Hotel Sofitel, 22 East Chestnut Street, Chicago 

 
Wines, Beers and Spirits 
from Austria, Belgium, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Estonia, France, Germany, 
Greece, Hungary, Ireland, 
Italy, Lithuania, Poland, 
Romania, Slovenia, 
Sweden, The United 
Kingdom and more were 
featured.  

 
The Slovenian booth was co-sponsored by Slovenian distributor Dana Blaze and Slovenian 
Consulate General. Additional assistance was provided by distributor Joe Ramsak. 
 

 
Photos provided by Consul General dr Zvone Žigon 



Rail Europe Special Promotion Celebrates  
Eurail's 50th Anniversary 
Eurail Select Pass available for $125 on raileurope.com 

WHITE PLAINS, N.Y., May 6 /PRNewswire/ -- Rail Europe, the largest distributor of European 
rail products in North America, launches a rail promotion to celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
Eurail. Starting May 12th at 12:00pm EST, www.RailEurope.com will offer the Eurail Select 
Pass, at the 1959 price of $125. The Eurail Select Pass offers 5 days of rail travel in 3 
bordering countries, within a 2 month period. This unique anniversary price will be offered, 
while supplies last, at over 70% off the current price of $442.  

The promotion celebrates the generations of Americans who have discovered and continue to 
discover the pleasures of Europe by train. Many baby-boomers are still dusting off their 
backpacks and boarding European trains in city centers instead of renting cars or taking yet 
another plane in yet another far-off airport. Youths continue to make their solo travel "rites of 
passage" by buying Eurail passes and hopping on and off trains to explore Europe.  

Eurail Select Passes allow unlimited travel on the national rail networks of 24 bordering 
countries. Eurail Global Passes offer unlimited travel in any combination of 21 countries. 
Whichever Eurail pass product, European trains offer independence and indulgence - 
comfortable and roomy seats, no traffic hassles, luxuries including restaurant cars with great 
food, chances to socialize in bar cars with locals, and opportunities to drink in incredible 
scenery on panoramic trains. You can even stay connected through Wi-Fi on many high-speed 
routes.  

Traveling with a Eurail pass from Rail Europe has been one of the most popular options to 
navigate around Europe for fifty years. Wherever you go, a Eurail pass from Rail Europe will 
help you make the most of your trip effortlessly, efficiently and economically. There are 23 
countries to explore by Eurail Global and/or Eurail Select passes offered by Rail Europe: 
Austria, Benelux (includes Belgium, Luxembourg, 
Holland),Bulgaria/Serbia/Montenegro/Croatia/Slovenia, the Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Norway, Portugal, Republic of Ireland, 
Romania, Spain, Sweden and Switzerland. 

For over 75 years, Rail Europe has been a leader in European travel and believes that the 
spirit of train travel is about enjoying the simple pleasures, respecting the environment and 
connecting with people, places and cultures. Rail Europe encourages you to make train travel 
a part of your European travel experience. 

For more information or to book any of Rail Europe's wide range of economical railpasses and 
point-to-point tickets on trains throughout Europe, consult a travel agent or log on to Rail 
Europe's web site, www.raileurope.com or call Rail Europe at 1-888-382-7245 (U.S.) or 1-800-
361-7245 (Canada).  

To book rail for groups of 6 or more, please contact our Group Department at 
www.raileurope.com/group-travel/group-travel.html   Website: http://www.raileurope.com 

Source: http://sev.prnewswire.com/transportation-trucking-railroad/20090506/NY1206306052009-1.html  



Festival of Nations River Centre St. Paul MN  
NORM & MARY ANN SETNICKER normas188@msn.com  
 
 The Twin Cities Slovenians (SWUA 109) won the “Award of Excellence” at the Festival of Nations 
held at the River Centre in St. Paul (April 30-May3). This is the largest ethnic Festival held in the 
United States and historically the longest running. It traditionally draws crowds in excess of 80,000 for 
the four day event. This award of excellence is given to the top 5 exhibits and is based on the 
following criteria: theme related, use of technology, interactive activities, exhibit personnel (costumes, 
demeanor, knowledge) and artistic quality.  
  
  This year’s theme was entitled “Invention and 
Transportation” with the idea to draw out how people 
get around and/or how things work from the cultures 
One of the centerpoints of the exhibit was Frank 
Medved’s six-foot plywood replica of “Urban” the 
Ribnican who peddled his wooden goods throughout 
central Europe. What made our “Ribnican special was 
that the face was hinged so that the school children 
could pose with their face and the body of the Ribnican. 
This made the display more interactive for students.  
  Our last minute insert for the exhibit proved to be very 
popular for the adults- a detailed picture and replica of the oldest wooden wheel ever found in the 
world (between 5100-5350 years old).It was discovered in the Ljubljana marshes of Slovenia. Yul 
Yost, our “ Slovenian Renaissance man”, made contact with Dr. Anton Veluscek of the Archeology 
Institute of Slovenia and produced a wooden replica of this amazing discovery. This was probably the 
first time that this picture and replica were displayed together in such a public setting.   
  The third piece of our exhibit used our traditional background panels of the Slovenian landscape 
with pictures of prominent Slovenian inventors, scholars and scientists in the foreground noting their 
primary accomplishments. Also in the foreground was a 32 inch TV monitor with a continuous playing 
DVD  illustrating innovative Slovenians along with prominent Slovenian Americans who had made 
significant contributions to Invention and Transportation. 
   Another unique feature of our exhibit was an attempt to have students become more interactive with 
the theme of the Festival.  Two thousand “baseball size” cards picturing Slovenian scientists, scholars 
and inventors were  handed out to students. Enscribed on the cards was our website: 
www.twincitiesslovenians.org with the idea that students could visit the website and learn more about 
these prominent Slovenians and their contributions to the world. 
  As with last year’s Festival theme of “Art and Architecture”, this year’s theme created more 
involvement for our “young” Branch 109 and the “Award of Excellence is a credit to the many people 
who worked in the exhibit stamping “passports”, greeting people in Slovenian, writing first names in 
Slovenian, passing out literature and responding to the many questions from students and adults.  
Special thanks to the following : Mary Medved, chairperson, Frank Medved( DVD and Ribnican 
replica), Jeff Martinka ( research), Ann Slavec (prominent Slovenians “baseball” cards; Sue 
Rademacher and Tom Moren( artists/setup), Yul Yost (oldest wooden wheel replica/ research); Andy 
Percic(transportation/ storage) Yvonne and Al McComber ( TV monitor), and Mary Schwanke 
(website design).  
  For more details on our Festival of Nations exhibit please check our website: 
www.twincitiesslovenians.org .  



Taborjenje 2009 
 
Dear Slovenian School and Pristava Member Families, 
 
Camp Pristava is scheduled for Monday July 20, 2009 through Saturday, July, 25, 2009 at Slovenska 
Pristava.  Registration will begin Monday, July 20th at 10:00 am and pick up will  be on Saturday July 
25th at 12 noon.  Please note that Camp Pristava was shortened by one day this year due to the fact 
that a Slovenian musician will be having a concert at Slovenska Pristava starting at 4 p.m. that day.  
In addition, some of the counselors will be leaving on Sunday morning for a Kres performance. 
 
Andrej Mejak will be the Head Counselor and Paul Sedmak will be Assistant Head Counselor.  Any 
questions should be directed to mejak182@yahoo.com 
 
Since this is a volunteer based camp, each family is required to volunteer a couple of hours of their 
time.  Volunteer sign ups are attached. 
 
The Fees for Taborjenje 2009 are as follows: 1st child $150.00 

                                 2nd child $125.00 
                        3rd child $100.00 
                                 4th child $100.00 

 
There will be no Junior Camp this year.  Our current Junior Camp director will be suspended this 
year.  We were unable to find a replacement, and due to the shortened week we decided to forego 
having a Junior Camp.  We would still encourage our junior campers to come on Friday and camp out 
with their parents, however, there will be no organized activities and you will be on your own for food.  
If there is a parent interested in reviving Junior Camp for this year, then please contact 
david.turk@sbcglobal.net.  We apologize for the inconvenience. 
 
Donations, whether in cash or otherwise, are always welcome and greatly appreciated and are tax 
deductible. 
 
Registration forms, General Release, and Medical Authorization Forms must be completed and sent 
to the secretary, Claudia Znidarsic, by June 20, 2009.  We are limiting our camp to 60 campers. 
Forms are to be mailed to:       

Claudia Znidarsic 
c/o Andrej Mejak 

       18117 Schenely Ave 
Cleveland, Ohio 44119 

 
Sincerely, 
Taborjenje 2009 Committee 
 
Camp Core is for teens that have completed 9th or 10th grade.  Please contact Andrej Mejak if 
interested at mejak182@yahoo.com.  The fee for Camp Core is $50 per person for the week.  Camp 
core and Counselors must fill out forms as well. 





http://washington.embassy.si/en/
http://slovenci.si/


http://www.swua.org/
http://washington.embassy.si/en/
http://www.slovenia.info/en/Home.htm?home=0&lng=2


http://washington.embassy.si/en/
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=566+laguardia+place+new+york&ie=UTF8&z=16&iwloc=A_
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=566+laguardia+place+new+york&ie=UTF8&z=16&iwloc=A_
http://www.skirballcenter.nyu.edu/_
http://www.eurounion.org/
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