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U.S. Embassy in Slovenia

Chargé D'Affaires Bradley Freden Hosts a
Social Event for Non-governmental
Organizations

Chargé D'Affaires Bradley Freden and other
key officials hosted an afternoon social event
for those non-governmental organizations that
have been participating in the Embassy
program, NGO Development Grants. A group
conversation dealt with issues related to
volunteerism, the non-governmental sector and
development assistance. This event was an
excellent opportunity to receive first-hand
information about the current situation in the
sector, future engagements and opportunities for hosted an afternoon social event for those non-governmental
individual networking. organizations that have been participating in the Embassy
program, NGO Development Grants.
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Robert Hopkins

Robert Hopkins was born in Cleveland, Oh On June 6
1960, to Sheldon and Catherine Hopkins. He is the oldest
of three children. He has two sisters - both living in the
Cleveland area. Bob's father is English, his mother was
Slovenian. His grandparents on his mother's side came to
the United States from Slovenia in the early 1900's. Bob
still has many relatives in Slovenia - specifically, from
Borovnica, Pirnice, and Zuzemberk. Ancestors on his
father's side can be traced back to the early settlers of
America.

Bob's family, after living in the East 185th Street area for
one year, decided to move to Parma Heights, where he
lived until he purchased a home in Macedonia, Ohio in 1987.

He attended Valley Forge High School, where he graduated with honors in the top 10 of his
class of 880 students. As a child, with much encouragement from his mother, he joined the
Slovenian Chorus of Circle 77 SNPJ and rehearsed at the Denison Avenue and the West
130th Slovenian Homes.

At the same time Bob wanted to learn to play the drums. At that point in child's life, however,
adult reasoning usually prevails. His parents thought a piano accordion was the ticket. Bob
took piano accordion lessons for a few years. It wasn't until he was 16 that he realized the
button accordion looked like more fun. He learned his first song from his uncle and then took
lessons from the late Steve Valencic for one year.

Glasbena Matica was the next stepping-stone in Bob's Slovenian path. He joined in 1976 and
sang for two years until, due to his new job at United Parcel Service, he could no longer attend
rehearsals. In later years, Bob rejoined Glasbena Matica and actually served as President of
the organization for several years. In 1998, Bob was instrumental in organizing a concert with
all of the Slovenian singing groups that performed at the SNH along with the Cleveland
Women'’s Orchestra at the Slovenian National Home with over 900 people in attendance.

After high school, Bob attended Cuyahoga Community College, where he received his
Associate of Arts Degree. He then transferred to Cleveland State University, which he
attended until1984. He received his Bachelor of Business Administration Degree with
emphasis on Marketing. Bob worked after school for his father's company - Livsey
Equipment Company.

After college. Bob continued in sales at the company. He sold office furniture and shop
equipment. One of his proudest accomplishments was designing shelving

systems, lockers and racks for over 150 BP Pro Care service stations around the country.
In 1993, Bob took a position at Empire Die Casting Co., Inc. in Cleveland as its Director

of Purchasing. Empire is a custom die caster, which was established in 1948 and continues
to have a great reputation for manufacturing quality aluminum and zinc die castings. In



2003, Bob was promoted to Director of Administration and later promoted to VP -Sales and
Administration. In April of 2008, Bob was promoted to President of the company and manages
and supervises over 200 employees.

Sports also have played a big part in Bob's life. He played basketball, football and baseball.
His father taught him to play tennis as a youngster and he played in tournaments and in high
school. When time allows, Bob enjoys hiking the Metroparks.

Bob was married in 1992 to Geraldine Mills. It was a whirlwind romance. They met in

March, were engaged in April and married in October, with well over 500 people in attendance
at the reception. Right up to the present day, Gerri was the most intelligent decision he has
ever made. Although they have no children, Bob and Gerri enjoy spending time with their
many nieces and nephews.

The couple loves to travel. They have been to Slovenia and Europe 10 times. In 1999,

Bob joined the Korotan chorus and traveled to Maribor, Slovenia to sing at a special mass for
the Pope. Over 250,000 people were in attendance with over 2500 people just in the chorus
alone! In 2001 and 2003, Bob and Gerri hosted two tours to Slovenia through Kollander Travel
with groups of 43 and 53 people respectively. They have been to Aruba, Hawaii and
throughout the U.S. and recently returned from a 5-week trip to Australia, New Zealand and
Fiji. Bob hopes to hike to the top of Mt. Triglav in Slovenia for his 50th birthday. He would also
still like to travel to China, South Africa, and South America.

In 2007, Bob was the chairperson of the "Cleveland Slovenian Days Celebration” which was a
month long group of activities celebrating Slovenia's 15th Anniversary of being an independent
country. The Celebration culminated with a concert and display at the Slovenian National
Home.

In late 2007, the Consulate General from the Republic of Slovenia and Bob started discussing
plans for a potential Slovenian Museum and Archives. The SMA is now progressing nicely and
Bob is the President this organization.

Bob has been a member of the United Slovenian Society, Valley View Men's Club. Glasbena
Matica Chorus, Korotan Chorus, Friends of the Slovenian National Home, President of the
Federation of Slovenian Homes, President of the Slovenian National Home, Chairperson of
Cleveland Slovenian Days, and President of the Slovenian Museum and Archives. He also
belongs to S.N.PJ. Lodge 142 Mirni Raj, Catholic Order of Foresters, Slovenian American
Heritage Foundation and the Polka Hall of Fame.

It is truly a mission of Bob's, in memory of his late mother, to help keep the largest and most
beautiful Slovenian Home in the United States a viable entity for many years to come.

In his spare time Bob enjoys cooking, and is currently attending Slovenian language classes
at Lakeland Community College at night. Bob's acquaintances over the years and the
friendships that have developed have been the a most rewarding result of his involvement with
the Slovenian Community.

He sincerely thanks the Federation of Slovenian Homes for this honor bestowed upon both he
and Gerri today.



Gerri Hopkins

| was born and raised in a pol pa half household of
an English father, Robert Mills Sr. and Slovenian
mother, Marcelline Jernejcic, whose grandparents
immigrated in the 1890's from Zuzemberk, Slovenia.
| am the fourth child of five and lived in the St. Clair
Slovenian area, graduating from St. Vitus School
and St. Augustine Academy. | was a member of St.
Vitus Church Choir and a member of St. Vitus
Parish Council in the early 90's. | attended
Cleveland State University and went to Progressive
Fashion, School-earning diplomas in Dressmaking,
Ladies Design and Pattern making, Men's Tailoring
& Pattern making.

To keep things interesting | became partners in North Coast Abrasives, Inc. and |
learned to recycle steel shot and grit, which was purchased as a by-product from
companies such as Chrysler Corporation and General Dynamics. | worked all aspects of
the factory from running the forklift and cranes, in addition to repairing and maintaining
the machines, and bagging 501bs. bags of finished shot or grit for customers. In 1990 |
became sole owner and President.

My active "Slovenian Life' really began in 1992 when | met Mr. Slovenia, Bob Hopkins,
at the Slovenian Village Restaurant located in the Slovenian National Home storefront.
It was a whirlwind romance. We met in March, got engaged in April on Easter Sunday
and married at St. Vitus Church in October. Over 500 people attended our wedding
reception at the Slovenian National Home. Right up to the present day, marrying Bob
was the most intelligent decision | have ever made! Although we have no children, we
enjoy spending time with our many nieces and nephews. We also have taken a fancy to
traveling every chance we get.

In December of 1993,1 was asked by my husband to do him a "small" favor of checking
the answering machine, picking up the mail and depositing the checks for a few weeks
at the Slovenian National Home office until a replacement was found. It is now March
2009—they are still looking for my replacement, but obviously not too hard!

My 'job" at the Slovenian National Home became much, much more than was ever
explained. Picking up phone messages has evolved into knowing and doing just about
everything imaginable including, cleaning the hall, kitchen, windows, carpets & exterior,
hall set-up, washing & polishing the floors, cleaning restrooms plus being a general
contractor, painter, electrician, boiler operator and roofer. | have the official title of
Business Manager of the Slovenian National Home and volunteer for the Friends of the
Slovenian National Home, Inc. and Slovenian Museum and Archives, maintaining their
records and checking accounts for the three organizations.



| am currently a member of the Slovenian National Home Board of Directors, the
Friends of the Slovenian National Home, Polka Hall of Fame, Catholic Order of
Foresters, Slovenian American Heritage Foundation, and auditor for the Slovenska
Citalnica and the Federation of Slovenian National Homes where | have been involved
with the Man and Woman of the Year tabloid.

Through the years | have been a member of Glasbena Matica and the St. Clair
Business Association. | also volunteered taking calls for Dick Goddard when he featured
his Adopt-A-Pet on Friday nights. | have rescued many neighborhood stray cats and
dogs having as many as three dogs and five cats at one time.

All'in all my Slovenian life has been a very interesting journey, meeting wonderful
people and a true adventure here and around the world. Thank You Bob!



Josepha Strauss

Josepha Strauss was born on October 5, 1928 to Alojzija
and Andrew Zcleznik in Cleveland, Ohio. She was the third
of four daughters. Her parents, both native to Slovenia had
come to the United States in 1920 and 1923. Josepha's
sisters, Lillian, Jean and Mary were also born in Cleveland.
The family rented a home and grew up on Spilker Avenue,
just across the street from The Steel Improvement and
Forge Co(SIFCO). As a child, Josepha attended St. Vitus
School. From there she continued her education at Jane
Addams High School. Music was her passion and always
played a role in her life. Starting out in the choral group
created by Fr. Jager, former pastor of St. Vitus, she moved
on to singing with her two older sisters, Lillian and Jean
with local bands, such as Ernie Benedict and Frankie Zajec.

Her work experiences included waitressing, office assistant, assembly work, cashier, machine
embroiderer, as well as part time caterer at several Slovenian Homes often helping such well-
known Slovenian cooks as Mary Otonicar and Julie Zalar.

She dated and eventually married her grade school classmate, Richard Strauss, on June
28,1958. They moved to North Collinwood, where they raised their five children: Frank, Louise,
MaryJo, Joanne and Evelyn. Three of their children married. Now she has ten beautiful
grandchildren she is very proud of. Her husband passed away in 2004 after a long battle with
cancer.

Josepha continues to keep busy through various church organizations, namely St. Vitus Altar
and Rosary Society, St. Vitus Holy Name Society, and St. Vitus Alumni as well as the annual
St. Vitus Picnic. She also attends St. Clair Pensioner’s functions and assists in the kitchen at
their monthly meetings. She is a member of the Friends of the Slovenian National Home, Inc.
and her favorite past time is her monthly visit to St. Clair Slovenian Home for the Poor Man's
Raffle. She can often be found with a core group of friends singing with the musicians that
come there to perform each month.

Josepha has always been proud of her heritage and stressed to her children the importance of
church and service to the Slovenian community. By her example, she has taught her children
the art of selflessness and service to others, Josepha would like to sincerely thank the St. Clair
Slovenian Home Board of Directors for distinguishing her with such an unexpected honor.



Ed Morel

Collinwood's Own Police Chief

Ed was born October 11, 1930 in his parents' home on
Grovewood Avenue in North Collinwood around

Euclid Beach Park. He graduated from Memorial
Elementary and Collinwood High School.

He served two years at Ft. Knox Armored School where he
was an instructor on tanks. He taught only officers and
West Point cadets. Some of the officers were from allied
countries and he would need an interpreter.

In the army, Ed met his wife Ruth who lived in Louisville,
KY (30 miles from Ft. Knox). After Ed was discharged, they
commuted back and forth for a few months until they married June 26th, 1954.

Ed worked a short time at the Office of Production Control, Euclid Division of General Motors
and left there to take a job as a patrolman with the Willowick Police Department. Ed
progressed through the ranks being promoted from Patrolman to Chief of Police. He retired
from the force in May of 1991 with 33 full years of service. In the department, Ed held the
position of Ranger Officer, Officer in Charge of Photography and also served as Detective
Lieutenant. As Chief of Police, he was instrumental in forming what is now known as the Lake
County-West S.\W.A.T. Team.

Ed was the youngest child of Mike and Frances. They were both from Austria-Hungary now
Slovenia. His parents are deceased as are brothers Frank, Mike, Stan, Joe and sisters
Frances and Anna. His sister Mary, 92 years young, is alive and well and living in Euclid.

Ed and Ruth have three sons; Ed Jr. (Susan), Mark (Jenna) and Mike (Heidi) and five
grandsons Joe, Mike, Matt, Robert and Daniel.

Ed is a member of various organizations including Collinwood Slovenian Home, Collinwood
Pensioners, A.M.L.A. Lodge 45 and many others.

After retirement, Ed and Ruth sold their home of 40 years in Willowick, and built a home on the
Chagrin River in Willoughby Hills where they love to entertain family and friends. They also
keep busy on K.P. Duty with the Collinwood Pensioners and traveling whenever possible. Ed
enjoys wood Grafting and carving having built a large part of his home's furniture.

Ed is grateful for this award. He would like to dedicate it to his family and friends whom he
couldn't do without. Ed also dedicates this to his deceased friends, John Kozlevchar and Eddie
Kenik, the best Slovenians ever.



Mitzie Mahne

Mitzie Mahne follows footsteps of others in the
family

Mary (Mitzie) Mahne for years preferred to let her
husband. Tony, carry the ball at the Fairport
Slovenian Club, He was posthumously honored as
the Club's 2006 Slovenian of the Year. But when he
passed away in 2001, Mitzie—as she is known
among all her friends- jumped in and took over
where he left off.

"Mitzie is a long time member of the Club and often
helped out at various events but preferred to let her
husband be involved while she stayed in the back
ground for some time tending to his needs as he battled cancer," says Steve Zalar,
Club president, in announcing the Board's decision to name her this year's Slovenian of
the Year.

Mitzie has served on the Board for four years and for some of that time served as
recording secretary. In addition she was totally committed to working in the kitchen for
various events.

"Before she suffered a stroke she was a fixture in the kitchen working to help make the
teak/pork chop barbeque nights, held on the last Saturday of every month, such a
success," Zaiar added. She also was involved in baking desserts and grocery shopping
for the events.

Even now as she is recuperating in the Summerville Assisted Living facility in Mentor,
she shows up to help in the kitchen. She loves to receive calls and visitors. Her phone
number is 440.392.6356. Her mailing address: 5700 Emerald Court; Apt. Ill; Mentor,
Ohio 44060.

Her extraordinary time and effort in behalf of the Fairport Slovenian Club will be
recognized at the Federation of Slovenian Homes banquet in March held at the St. Clair
Slovenian Home. She will also be the honored guest at the Fairport Slovenian Club
Slovene of the Year picnic held in August at the Club located at 617 Third St., Fairport.

She was born in Johnsonburg, Pa,, to Mary and Louis Hervatin in 1934. Her father died
and her mother, Mary, remarried to Louis Grzely. At age three the family moved to
Fairport Harbor for a short time and then settled permanently in Painesville.

She has two brothers, Louis and John Grzely who are both very active in the Club. She
attended Huntington Grade School and was graduated from Harvey High School in



Painesville. She went on to become a cosmetologist having graduated from the White
Cross School of Cosmetology. She started her career working at Halle Bros in
Cleveland. She also worked at the Mr. John Beauty Shop, in Painesville.

Eventually she left cosmetology and spent the next 22 years working for Lake County
National Bank (now Chase) in Painesville. She retired from the bank in 1996. Mitzie was
married to Tony Mahne Sept. 8, 1956. They had two daughters both of whom are now
married; Christine to Walter Ruuska and Lucinda to David Mitchin. Both are living in the
Painesville area.

Mitzie enjoys visiting with her four grandchildren—Carl and Erik Ruuska and Tyier and
Jacob Mitchin. She is a member of St, Marys Church in Painesville and was very active
in the Mother's Club at the school there. She is also a member of the Slovenian
Women's Lodge, SNPJ Lodge 355, and the Polka Hall of Fame.

In addition to her involvement with the Slovenian Club she loves listening to polka music
and playing cards. On a more energetic note she loves yard work and does refinishing
of antique furniture. She also enjoys embroidery.



Olga Dorchak

Olga A (Zadnik) Dorchak — The lady on the go with
many hats.

On October 13, 1928, Olga Antoinette was born to
Jacob and Ivanka (Kljun) Zadnik. She had one older
sister, Elsie. Jack and Jennie, as they were called in
the United States, were both

immigrants from Slovenia (formerly Yugoslavia).

Olga attended Cleveland public schools with
Catechism classes at St. Lawrence Church, a '
Slovenian Parish. She made tier Communion and
Confirmation at this church.

Olga attended concerts, operas and other activities at the Prince Avenue Slovenian
National Home. She was also a member of the Kanareke (Canary) Slovenian Singing
Society, which she greatly enjoyed.

Tragedy arrived in her family with the unexpected death other father on May 20, 1938.
Olga's mother's one desire was to return to Slovenia to see her own mother. With her
father's belongings packed into one large trunk Olga. Elsie and her mother traveled to
Yugoslavia early in July 1938. They traveled by train from Cleveland to New York City
where they boarded the ocean liner Normandy. Eight days later fluey arrived in
LeHarve, France. They went by train to Trieste, Italy and finally by hay wagon to her
Grandmother's house in Podgrad. It was the trip of a lifetime and she has never
forgotten all of the special times with her aunts, uncles and cousins. Her most favorite
memory is finally meeting her Grandmother, Franceska (Maslic) Kljun.

Returning from their trip. Olga’s mother purchased a delicatessen on St. Clair Avenue in
the Slovenian-area. Olga enjoyed attending classes with friends that understood her
nationality.

Her mother married a gentleman named Pepe, who soon became their Papa. With this
marriage, they all moved back to the old neighborhood where they were all able to
attend masses at St. Lawrence and the same public school with her former classmates.

Olga was always athletic. During her time at John Adams, she became a gym captain
and in time was voted Secretary of the Gym Captains. In her senior year, she became
Secretary other class. Olga graduated in January of 1947. To this day, she is still active
with her classmates. They meet each year for a picnic, three or four times a year for
lunch, and every five years for a special, more formal affair.



The summer before she graduated, Olga met Alex Dorchak, who had recently been
discharged from the Navy on June 7, 1946. He was employed at the Cleveland Electric
llluminating Company. Coincidentally, this is where she became employed after
graduation. After a year of courtship, Olga and Al were married on August 19, 1947.

They had two darling daughters, Kathleen and Diane. Oiga, Kathy and Diane are all
active members of Slovenian Women's Union. Kathy served two terms as National
President.

Olga has been a member of SWUA, Branch 47 in Garfield Heights since 1965.

Her mother had been president of Branch 47 for many years. When Jennie became too
old to continue as President, the branch voted in a new President and Olga became
Vice President. With the new President having a few health issues. Olga took charge of
the Branch 47 meetings. Olga then became President and has been since 1991. When
she was voted in, her mother Jennie was extremely proud to have Olga follow in her
path.

Al always supported Olga with her activities. He made sure she was able to travel to
Slovenia with her mother and took care of their two girls. Al passed away on January
10, 1994 after a brief illness. Unfortunately, January 10th is also Diane's birthday, which
makes it a sad day of celebration. Sadly, the family suffered a double loss when Jennie
died on August 26,1994,

Olga is extremely active in the Slovenian community. For ten years she was the Ohio-
Michigan Regional President for the Slovenian Women's Union. She is currently the
President of the Federation of Slovenian Pensioners Club, Financial Secretary of the
Newburgh- Maple Hts. Pensioners Club, on the Board for the Slovenian Home on E
80th (NASH), President of AMLA Lodge 50 NAS DOM, and a member of KSKJ St.
Lawrence #63. She is an active parishioner of St. Lawrence Catholic Church, where she
works at the rummage sales and picnics. You will always find her smiling face and
happy attitude at all of the events held at the NASH.

In an attempt to keep her Slovenian heritage alive, she attends many Slovenian
concerts, dances and dinners. She was very pleased that she was able to bring two of
her cousins from Slovenia to spend two weeks with her last summer. It was a great time
for her to strengthen her Slovenian language skills. She has also traveled to Slovenia
many times and is amazed how the country is changing.

Olga is a warm-hearted woman with a zest for life and everyone enjoys being with her.



Mark Habat

Mark Habat - Music for a Lifetime

Over the years, members of the Habat family have often
been recognized for their unselfish service to the
Slovenian community. Mark E. Habat Jr., honored as the
Man of the Year from the Slovenian Society Home on
Recher Avenue in Euclid, follows in the family tradition of
grandfather, John Habat, Sr. and uncle, John Habat Jr.
both of who were honored in the past as Federation Men
of the Year.

Born in Cleveland on October 11, 1954, Mark was the
oldest of six children of the late Polka Hall of Fame lifetime
achievement award winner Eddie Habat, the late Diane (Kaiser) Habat, and stepson of Patricia
Budzilek. His siblings are Eddie Jr., Wayne, Jeff, Paul and Patty. Mark grew up in Euclid Ohio
in the house where his brother Wayne and his family presently live.

While attending Euclid High School, Mark was a member of the "Varsity Chorale", a group of
twenty- four talented singers, dancers and stage performers whose expertise was Broadway
and popular music. Their exceptional abilities were recognized when they were invited to
perform in Europe visiting twenty-three cities, eleven countries in twenty-one days.

Mark and brother, Wayne studied drums with Jimmy Medves, the drummer for the John Pecon
Band. When Mark was fourteen years old he played his first job on New Year's Eve with the
Frank Barbie Orchestra. Since that time, he has played with many bands, currently with Fred
Ziwich and his International Sound Machine. Mark has recorded over forty aloums and CD’s
with various bands. With the Walter Ostanek Orchestra was honored by performing three
Grammy winning albums and nominated eighteen times.

One of the highlights of Mark's music career was playing drums with his dad, Eddie on his last
album, "From the Heart" with Chris Kotsos. For almost five years Mark hosted a two hour
Sunday Slovenian radio program on radio station WATJ in Chardon Ohio. He also played on
five polka cruises with Markic-Zagger, Al Novak, and Tony Klepec.

Although Mark is known primarily as a drummer and vocalist, he also played the upright bass
with the Tony Klepec Orchestra. Mark has been a member of the Slovenian Society Home for
over 30 years and has organized many jam sessions in the clubroom, especially during the
holiday season.

Mark has been working for Wonder Bread (Hostess Cakes) for twenty- nine years and is a
member of Ohio teamsters local #52 where he was the union representative for eight years.

Mark is the father of five children: Mark Jr.; Marie Gilbert; Kathy; and in Florida, Crystal and
Carol. Mark is currently married to Debbie (Mervar) Habat for the past three years and lives in
Mentor.



Judy Hauser

Judy Hauser Handles Multitude of Tasks Barberton's
Person of the Year is someone with a multitude of jobs and
responsibilities that often do not garner her the kudos and
respect they should.

"l guess that's the life of a club manager and barmaid,"
sighs Judy, who has been employed in the Slovene Center
private club for the past 10 years. "But there are pluses,”
she quickly adds.

"The best times are when we have a group of club
members who come to enjoy themselves and appreciate
the good service we try to provide to all our customers,"
she says. "That's when you don't mind running from one
end of the bar to the other handling orders."

Judy and her husband Bob, Barberton's 2008 Person of the Year, have been associated with
the club and have been members of the Slovenian Independent Society Home for some 25
years.

It wasn't until 10 years ago that she became a barmaid and four years later the club manager,
replacing her recently retired mother-in-law Donna Hauser, who was a past person of the year
honoree.

"l should point out that in addition to the private club, I'm also responsible for ordering
refreshments and snack food for our bowling operation,” she notes. 'That, plus handling
janitorial services for both operations.”

A talented cook, Judy prepares food for the club's frequent raffles, including the preparation of
most of the side dishes for delicious deep fried turkey dinner raffles and for the weekly Friday
afternoon polka jam sessions.

Another important job she performs is coordinating and selling fund-raising tickets for various
club activities as well as for the federation. That includes the annual New Year's Eve party,
plus one or two trips to Indians' ball games each year.

Yet, there are times for personal enjoyment. "Bob and | take occasional trips to Vegas," she
says, adding, "We also enjoy camping and fishing." Although the current economic crisis has
crimped club business, Judy is hopeful that the recent installation of Keno will bring in club
members who have not frequented the club in months or years.

A native of Norton, Ohio, Judy has been married to Bob for 28 years.
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